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KBC BRIEFING 17 April 1957
S8ITUATION IN JORDAN
I, Yor the moment at least, King Hussain has gained the
ipitiative in the twé-wsnk—uld Jordan crisis by calling
loyal Bedouln fighting units of the army inte action,

A, With their help, he foreatalled an attempt by
former chief~of-gtaff Nuwar to move against him
last weekend, and has now obtitained formation of a
"nationasl cabinet,” under the premiership of rela-
tively moderate nationalist, Dr, Bussain Khalidi,

1. The new cabinet consists wostly of independents, who
represent old~line interesis,

2, The King probably regards thie cabinet as z stop-
§3p, to be replaced shortly with a more effective
conservative group.

B{ The anti-Western former Premier Nabulsi remains as
foreign minister in the new cabinet. Another pro-
Bgyptian, Fawsi Mulqi, is minister of education
and public works.,

€. However, the key cabinet posts--defense and interior--
sre held by the woderate Prime Minigter Xhalidi, and
by Baid Mufti, one of the king's go-~betweens during

the corisis.
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The King's &rmy supporters, uostly Bedouin frow East
Jordan, form the heart of the combat units of the
25,000~man Jordan Arab Army.

A. Chieéf of staff Nuwar and a handful of followers
have bﬂan‘dcpertad to Byria, where they are con-
sulting Col., Sarraj, the leftist army leader there.

B. Major General Hiyari, 2 moderate nationalist and an
experienced officer, now commands the Army.

1. The police are now directly commanded by Eajor
General Maayta (a former Nuwar supporter, in
whome loyalty the king has professed confidence)
but are under the general control of the Army.

C. The Army remains the locus of power,

1. Although generally loyal to King Hussain, the
Arwy still contains strongly natienslist ele-~
nents,

Hussain's big task now is to win and hold support of

Jordan's turbulent population.

A. The majority, often flouted by rigged elections in
the past, supports Nabulsi's brand of anti-Western
nationalist and favors union with 8yris and Egypt.

B, Although Amman has thus far been the locale of
decisive actionm, the reaction of Jordan's dominant
¥est Bank population--anti-Western and anti-monarchical
Palestinian Arabs--has not yet fully developed,

1. The West Jordanians, ineluding up to 18,000
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suppliied wilh ares.
7. Dsscsstratioas and strikes with ealils for
| Aosenia’s rewoval, are psported is Rave taken
glace in the sajar (oS of vest Jordan.

U, The Eimg h sow wovieg with firuaess in the capital,
nowever, and conbat~Tasdy LYoUps aFe repartedly
deployed throughout Fumes, prepared to saiatals
order.

3, In aséitien %o IS arywy support, Huseain in
being backed by the Bedeuilsn triben which domisnie
East Jordsn, by sany of ihe LO¥E Werdhanis, 5y
christian sad Civsammias mismority greups, and by
the wilitant right-wisg Neslew Hrotherhoud.
I¥, deported sovesests of Byria sad izegs troops inte Jerdia
are smsubstasntisted.

&, isasin way regwest that the 3,940 Syriss roaps
shick bave Usen deployed is mertk Jerdas for seme
Lime, T btis withdraesx.

1. foms Josdasian troope have dux is Sortk sl Amuns
te gasrd agsinsi any Sarprise Bove by Syrians
fovees.
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t, King Sand, vho sise bas - oVer 4,506 troope ixn Jorden
aan sopporisd King Humsals aghisst his pra-Kpyptian
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